{\rtf1\ansi {\colortbl;\red0\green0\blue0;\red0\green0\blue255;\red0\green255\blue255;\red0\green255\blue0;\red255\green0\blue255;\red255\green0\blue0;\red255\green255\blue0;\red255\green255\blue255;}{\fonttbl{\f0\froman\cpg0\fcharset0 Times New Roman;}{\f1\fswiss\cpg0\fcharset0 Arial;}{\f2\froman\cpg1252\fcharset0 Times New Roman;}{\f3\fswiss\cpg1252\fcharset0 Arial;}{\f4\froman\cpg1251\fcharset204 Times New Roman;}{\f5\fswiss\cpg1251\fcharset204 Arial;}{\f6\froman\cpg1250\fcharset238 Times New Roman;}{\f7\fswiss\cpg1250\fcharset238 Arial;}{\f8\froman\cpg1257\fcharset186 Times New Roman;}{\f9\fswiss\cpg1257\fcharset186 Arial;}{\f10\froman\cpg1254\fcharset162 Times New Roman;}{\f11\fswiss\cpg1254\fcharset162 Arial;}{\f12\froman\cpg1253\fcharset161 Times New Roman;}{\f13\fswiss\cpg1253\fcharset161 Arial;}{\f14\froman\cpg1255\fcharset177 Times New Roman;}{\f15\fswiss\cpg1255\fcharset177 Arial;}}\paperw12240\paperh15840 \sectd \sbknone \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 26                    LIFE  AND   TIMES   OF  STEIN.         [PART VII.}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 may think of Napoleon we cannot join Russia until we know whether she is a friend or an enemy to Prussia.}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 At this time all that Yorck knew was that Na\-poleon's enterprise had failed. It was not till De\-cember 8th that he learned by a messenger from Wilna that the Grand Army had ceased to exist. This fact, joined to the other fact, which was certain from the nature of the campaign, that the Russian armies must be almost annihilated, completely altered his position. Commanding some 18,000 Prussian troops in excellent condition, he was really in a manner the arbiter of the situation. If he joined the Russians he would not come as a beggar, for it was in his power either to complete Napoleon's defeat or on the other hand to check the Russians in their victorious career. Meanwhile he had sent Major Seycllitz on the 5th to Berlin for instructions. Seydlitz reached Berlin about the i5th, when to all appearance the King had not yet received full information of the catastrophe. We have seen how, and for what reasons, the Prussian court did not by any means jump at the plan of renewing the Rus\-sian alliance, and also how strangely Napoleon counted upon Frederick William's fidelity. Napo\-leon had written to the King from Dresden, ' While I beg your Majesty at this moment to augment your troops,. I give you to understand how great is my confidence in your perseverance in the system you have adopted. I have had reason to be contented through the whole campaign with the behaviour of your troops.' He begged the King to establish a cordon in Silesia against the Russian invasion, and}\par }